
UNESCO HERITAGE SITES 

Croatia is actually a small country but it is very proud of its ten cultural, historical and natural 

beauties on the UNESCO World Heritage List. In this presentation I will present only the most 

famous. 

Plitvice Lakes National Park  -  put on the World Heritage List in 1979 - It is the largest, oldest 

and the most visited national park in Croatia. 

It has an area of 300 square kilometres and it is located halfway between the capital city of Zagreb 

and Zadar on the coast. 

The beauty of the National Park is in sixteen lakes, grouped into the upper and lower lakes inter-

connected by waterfalls, The lakes are also famous for their stunning colours, which change from 

shades of teal, turquoise, and dark blues to greys throughout the year. The shades vary due to the 

number of minerals or organisms in the water. The lakes are set in deep woodland where there 

are lots of deer, bears, wolves, boars and rare bird species.   

The beauty of this national park is truly unique and that is why more than a million people from all 

over the world come to visit Plitvice.  

 

Diocletian's Palace was listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site in 1979. 

Diocletian's Palace is one of the best preserved monuments of Roman architecture in the world. 

It is situated in the city of Split. 

The palace was built between the late 3rd and the early 4th centuries as a summer residence by 

Emperor Diocletian, which also served as a military camp. 

Although the palace has changed its appearance over the centuries, the outline of a real imperial 

palace can still be seen today. When strolling through the Diocletian's Palace, don't miss the 

cellars, which are known as one of the best preserved complexes in the world. 

The name "palace" can be confusing because when you really come to Split, you will not have the 

feeling that you are inside the palace, but in a fortified part of the old town. It is an interesting fact 

that during the reign of Emperor Diocletian there was nothing around the palace. At that time, the 

city of Split did not even exist - only the palace and its inhabitants. And did you know that the 

oldest cathedral in the world is located in Diocletian's Palace? Cathedral of St. Dujam was built 

between 295 and 305.  

 

Historic city of Trogir lies on an island between the mainland and the island of Čiovo.  It got its 

place on UNESCO's list of world heritage sights because of its beauty and cultural value. The 

sculptural artistry on the stone of the town is what makes it so specific. Walking through the 

streets of Trogir is like travelling to the time of Grecians, Romans and Venetians. 

In the historical core of Trogir, almost every house has stylistic features, a crest or sign above the 

door. Numerous palaces and houses have been preserved, mostly dating back to the 13th 

century AD, as well as a couple of churches. 

 

 

https://www.visit-croatia.co.uk/croatia-destinations/zagreb/
https://www.visit-croatia.co.uk/croatia-destinations/north-dalmatia/zadar/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site


Euphrasius Basilica a Roman Catholic basilica in the Istrian town of Poreč. It was placed on 

UNESCO’s list of world heritage sights in 1997. 

It is made up of a complex of sacral structures built in the time of Bishop Euphrasius in the 6th 

century BC. The episcopal complex, which comprises the basilica itself, a sacristy, a baptistery 

and the bell tower of the nearby archbishop's palace, is an excellent example of early Byzantine 

architecture in the Mediterranean region.  

 

The Cathedral of St. James in Šibenik is one of the most significant and most beautiful 
architectural achievements in Croatia and was included on the UNESCO Cultural World Heritage 
List in 2000. 

It was built in a period of more than a hundred years, during the 15th and 16th century, and is 
unique for it is compeletly built of stone and decorated with 71 sculptured faces of men, women, 
and children. The most important builders of the Cathedral were three artists; Italian, Dalmatian 
and Tuscan and that’s why Cathedral was first built in Gothic and completed in Renaissance style. 

However, the cathedral became even more popular after it was featured in the “Game of Thrones” 

series, where it represented some parts of Braavos. 

 

The Old Town of Dubrovnik or by nickname 'Pearl of the Adriatic',  

It is situated on the Dalmatian coast, this walled city was the entrance to the Adriatic Sea, and 

today it’s a place where modern life meets history and tradition in every corner. Although severely 

damaged by an earthquake in 1667, Dubrovnik managed to preserve its beautiful Gothic, 

Renaissance and Baroque churches, monasteries, palaces and fountains.  

The Old Town was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1979 and has since attracted more than 

a million visitors each year. 

Dubrovnik City Walls were built all around the Old Town of Dubrovnik, around the seashore, to 

protect a town from pirates and other unwelcome guests. 

Town walls are about 25 meters high and up to 3 meters thick at the seaside of the town, while on 

the mainland, they are thick up to 6 meters and about 2 kilometres long and they include 16 

smaller and larger towers. 

 

Placa or Stradun is the main street in Dubrovnik. Stradun is 298 metres long and the houses on 

Stradun are built in baroque-style architecture with shops on the street level.  Stradun is the main 

centre for all the events in the town. 

 

 

What is interesting is that the famous series Games of Thrones was filmed in old town Dubrovnik. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pore%C4%8D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacristy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptistery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_region
https://www.dubrovnik-travel.net/dubrovnik-old-town/

